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Coordinators'
Corner

To receive information about an upcoming CFT with:
 CFSS: please email: dawnr@cfssinc.com 

Polara Health: please email: whensthecft@polarahealth.com
 Spectrum: please email: susans@spectrumhg.org

Please give the clinics 48 hours to reply to your email

Child and Family Team Meetings

Volunteer Appreciation Month
April is Volunteer Appreciation Month and

April 6-12 is CASA Volunteer Week!  Come

celebrate with us for the Presentation at the

Yavapai County Board of Supervisors

Meeting.  See the following page for details.  

We want to let you know that we cannot tell

you enough how much we appreciate all the

hard work you do and are in awe of your

dedication.  We believe you have the most

difficult job of any kind of volunteer.  

CASA
LibraryKids’

D ID  YOU  KNOW THAT  WE  HAVE  BOOKS
FOR  YOUR  CASA  K I DDOS?

THESE  BOOKS  HAVE  B E EN  GENEROUSLY
DONATED  BY  THE  F R I ENDS  OF  THE

PRESCOTT  PUBL I C  L I B RARY.   S TOP  BY
THE  OF F I C E  TO  P I CK  UP  ONE  OR  TWO

FOR  YOUR  K I DDO.   A S  YOU  CAN  S E E  WE
ARE  OVERF LOW ING !

DONT
FORGET
ABOUT
OUR

PASSES
AND

MOVIE
T ICKETS !

https://heritageparkzoo.org/
https://outofafricapark.com/
https://harkins.com/theatres/prescott-valley-14/2025-10-15
https://highlandscenter.org/
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K u d o s  to  P a t r i c i a  B .  fo r  e n g a g i n g  t h e  fa t h e r  o n  h e r  c a s e  a n d  m a k i n g
h i m  fe e l  c o m fo r t a b l e  e n o u g h  to  a t te n d  m e d i a t i o n .   

K u d o s  to  Me g  R .  fo r  b e i n g  a v a i l a b l e  to  h e r  C A S A  c h i l d  d u r i n g  a  h a rd
t i m e

K u d o s  to  P a m  P.  fo r  t a k i n g  o n  a  n e w  c a s e  a n d  w o r k i n g  w i t h  a  C o u r te s y
C A S A  o u t  o f  N a v a j o  C o u n t y .  

K u d o s  to  B e v  M .  a n d  N a n c y  T.  fo r  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  to  h e l p  t h e i r
a p p o i n te d  C A S A  C h i l d re n  h a v e  f u n  c h i l d  c e n te re d  e x p e r i e n c e s  w h i l e
g o i n g  t h ro u g h  c h a l l e n g e s  i n  t h e i r  c a s e .

K u d o s  to  D i a n e  M .  fo r  a d v o c a t i n g  fo r  h e r  C A S A  c h i l d  fo r  t h e  p a s t  6
y e a r s ! !  T h a n k  y o u  fo r  w o r k i n g  s o  w e l l  w i t h  y o u r  C o u r te s y  C A S A  a n d
t h e  t e a m .  Yo u  a re  m a k i n g  a  b i g  d i f fe re n c e  i n  t h i s  te e n ’s  l i fe !

K u d o s  to  J B  fo r  a d v o c a t i n g  fo r  s e r v i c e s  fo r  h e r  a p p o i n te d  y o u t h  to
h e l p  s e t  h e r  u p  fo r  s u c c e s s  w h e n  s h e  t u r n s  1 8 .

K u d o s  to  D o r i e  S .  fo r  s u p p o r t i n g  h e r  a p p o i n t e d  C A S A  c h i l d re n  a s  t h e y
t ra n s i t i o n e d  t o  a  n e w  p l a c e m e n t  i n  a  n e w  c o m m u n i t y .

K u d o s  to  Tr i c i a  C .  fo r  b e i n g  o n  to p  o f  h e r  C A S A  c a s e  a n d  k e e p i n g
e v e r y o n e  i n fo r m e d  o f  c u r re n t  h a p p e n i n g s  a n d  c o n c e r n s .

K u d o s  to  Me l i n d a  M .  fo r  h a v i n g  to  f i n a g l e  a  l a s t  m i n u te  a p p e a ra n c e
a t  a  T D M  w i t h  g ra c e  a n d  s t y l e  to  m a k e  s u re  t h a t  t h e  o u tc o m e  i s  i n
a l i g n m e n t  w i t h  h e r  C A S A  c h i l d ’s  re q u e s t s .

K u d o s  to  C o n n i e  B .  w h o s e  j o b  d e m a n d e d  a  g re a te r  a m o u n t  o f  h e r
a t te n t i o n  t h i s  l a s t  m o n t h ,  b u t  s h e  s t i l l  m a n a g e d  to  g e t  t i m e  i n  w i t h
h e r  C A S A  k i d s  a n d  g e t  h e r  re p o r t  i n !  Wa y  to  b a l a n c e  w o r k  a n d  b e i n g  a
C A S A !

K u d o s  to  D a w n  B .  fo r  h e r  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  to  h e r  c a s e
w h i c h  re s u l te d  i n  d i s m i s s a l .

K u d o s  to  B a r t  B .  fo r  h i s  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  to  h i s  c a s e  w h i c h
re s u l t e d  i n  d i s m i s s a l .

C‌A‌S‌A‌ ‌K‌u‌d‌o‌s 



C‌A‌S‌A‌ ‌K‌u‌d‌o‌s 
Kudos to Stephanie R. for taking her first two cases!

Kudos to Miranda F. for her continued efforts to advocate for the best interests of
her CASA children.

Kudos to Pat S. and Jeni O. to ensuring their CASA child’s behavioral health needs
are being met.

Kudos to Diane J. for her consistent efforts to recruit CASA volunteers!
Kudos to Scott N., Lynn M., Miranda F., and Connie B. for helping out at Dewey-
Humboldt Day!

special kudosspecial kudosspecial kudosspecial kudos

  t o  L e s l i e  G o l i c h  fo r  s e e i n g  h e r  c a s e  t h ro u g h  t o  p e r m a n e n c y .   L e s l i e
w a s  a s s i g n e d  i n  O c t  2 0 2 0  t o  4  c h i l d re n  w i t h  a  C o - C A S A .   T h e  o l d e s t

c h i l d  w e n t  i n t o  g u a rd i a n s h i p  a n d  t h e  y o u n g e s t  w a s  a d o p t e d ,  b o t h
o c c u r r i n g  i n  2 0 2 1 .   W i t h  t w o  o f  t h e  c h i l d re n  n o  l o n g e r  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e
c a s e ,  t h e  C o - C A S A  w a s  re s c i n d e d .  T h e  o l d e s t  c h i l d ’s  g u a rd i a n s h i p  w a s
d i s s o l v e d  i n  2 0 2 3 ,  a n d  s h e  c a m e  b a c k  i n t o  c a re  u n t i l  s h e  a g e d  o u t  i n

2 0 24.  T h e  y o u n g e s t  b o y  w a s  a d o p t e d  i n  2 0 24  a f t e r  l i v i n g  i n  9  d i f fe re n t
p l a c e m e n t s ,  a n d  t h e  e l d e s t  b o y  i s  n o w  a g i n g  o u t .   B o t h  b o y s  w e re

p l a c e d  d o w n  i n  t h e  Va l l e y  fo r  s e v e ra l  y e a r s .   L e s l i e  m a d e  m a n y  t r i p s  t o
g ro u p  h o m e s ,  fo s t e r  p l a c e m e n t s  a n d  t h e i r  fa v o r i t e  s p o t ,  Mc D o n a l d s
o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .   S h e  w a s  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  fo r  t h e  c h i l d re n ’s  fo s t e r  c a re

s t o r y ,  t h e  o n l y  c o n s t a n t  o n  t h e  t e a m .   L e s l i e  k e p t  t h e  s i b l i n g s  i n  t o u c h
w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  o t h e r  fa m i l y  m e m b e r s .  W h e n  t h e y  h a d  b i g

m i l e s t o n e s  i n  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  s h e  m a d e  s u re  t o  re a c h  o u t .   L e s l i e  h a s  p u t  i n
5 0 0 +  h o u r s ,  a n d  g o o d n e s s  k n o w s  h o w  m a n y  m i l e s  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  5  a n d  a

h a l f  y e a r s .   A l l  t h e  c h i l d re n  a re  d o i n g  w e l l  a n d  t h e  t e e n  b o y  t h a t  i s
a g i n g  o u t  i s  c u r re n t l y  a t t e n d i n g  c o l l e g e .  H e  h a d  t h i s  t o  s a y  a b o u t

L e s l i e ,
“ L e s l i e  i s  a  w o n d e r f u l  a d v o c a t e .   S h e  w a s  a l w a y s  c o n s i s t e n t .   S h e  h a d

l o t s  o f  t h i n g s  t o  o f fe r,  b u t  t h e  b i g g e s t  t h i n g  i s  s h e  c a re d .   S h e  c a m e  t o
v i s i t  m e ,  s h e  c h e c k e d  o n  m e  m e n t a l l y .   I  w o u l d  t e l l  o t h e r  fo s t e r  k i d s ,

l i s t e n  t o  y o u r  C A S A . ”



H
ap
py Anniversary

Melinda Mitchell
1 year

H
ap
py Anniversary

Carol Hinrichs
  3 years

Diane McClure
7 years

No April birthdays



Child Abuse Prevention Month & the Blue Pinwheel in Arizona

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month, a time dedicated to raising awareness, strengthening
families, and reaffirming our commitment to protecting the most vulnerable members of our
communities. For CASA volunteers, this month carries deep meaning, as it highlights the essential
work you do every day to promote safety, stability, and healing for children experiencing the child
welfare system.
One of the most recognizable symbols of this month is the blue pinwheel, chosen for its bright,
uplifting design. The pinwheel represents the joy, hope, and healthy childhoods that every child
deserves. 
Across Arizona, you’ll see blue pinwheel gardens displayed outside nonprofits, government
buildings, schools, and community centers throughout April. These gardens serve as visual
reminders of the importance of prevention and they honor the work being done statewide to
protect children and empower families.

How CASA Volunteers Help Prevent Child Abuse

While CASA volunteers often meet children after maltreatment has occurred, your advocacy plays
an important role in preventing further trauma, reducing future risk, and strengthening protective
factors in a child’s life. CASAs help prevent child abuse by:

Being consistent, stable adults in a child’s life, something many system-involved
children lack. Your presence alone builds resilience and emotional safety.
Ensuring children receive services early, such as therapy, educational support, medical
care, and community resources that reduce the risk of future harm.
Identifying unmet needs and advocating in court, helping judges make informed
decisions that prioritize safety and long-term well-being.
Encouraging safe family connections, when appropriate, by supporting reunification
efforts that are rooted in stability, accountability, and healing.
Speaking up when something doesn’t feel right, preventing additional maltreatment by
monitoring placements, communicating concerns promptly, and ensuring the child’s
voice is central in all decisions.

Each Court Report you write, each conversation you have with a provider, and each visit you make
reinforces a protective circle around the child. Your advocacy helps prevent children from falling
through cracks and reduces the likelihood of further abuse or neglect.

A Symbol of Hope

So when you see Arizona’s blue pinwheel gardens this month, let them be a reminder not only of the
importance of prevention, but also of the meaningful impact you make as a CASA volunteer. You are
part of the movement to ensure every child can experience the safety, happiness, and carefree
moments that the blue pinwheel symbolizes. 
Thank you for the hope and protection you bring into the lives of children every day.







WE LOVEOUR CASAS





onnecting

ASAs

Because the work of a CASA is confidential, it is important to have a
safe place to talk about your case. ALL CASAs are highly encouraged
to attend a CASA support group. This support group provides lively

and informative discussions. The attendees include a mix of veteran
and new CASAs and CASA staff. These discussions can help you

understand system issues,  procedures, identify needs and solve
unanswered questions. CASAs Connecting qualifies for training hours!

4/8/26
9am - 11 am

in person at the JJC

4/30/26
9am - 11 am
Virtual Only

Attend our
CASA Peer

Support Group
to help you be
more effective
on your case

Watch your email for
link to this meeting
during that week!



M I S P L A C E D  C H I L D H O O D :   A  T R U E  S T O R Y
O F  R E S I L I E N C Y  A N D  C H I L D  A D V O C A C Y  B Y

J O A N  U L S H E R

Af te r  fo s te r  c a re ,  J o a n  i s  re t u r n e d  h o m e  a n d  s u b j e c te d  to  m o re  a b u s e .  H o w  c a n
s h e  b e  s a ve d?
M i s p l a c e d  C h i ld h o o d  c h ro n i c le s  o n e  w o m a n ’s  p o w e r f u l  j o u r n e y  to  ove rc o m e  a
t ra g i c  p a s t  a n d  u s e  h e r  “ l i ve d  ex p e r i e n c e s ”  to  i n s p i re  o t h e r s .  Wo u n de d  b y  p ove r t y ,
c h i ld  a b u s e ,  a n d  fo s te r  c a re ,  J o a n  U l s h e r  d i s c ove r s  a  p u r p o s e - f i l le d  l i fe  t h ro u g h
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  a n d  fa i t h  i n  G o d .  T h i s  t ra n s fo r m a t i o n a l  j o u r n e y  o f  s u r v i va l  a n d
t r i u m p h  u l t i m a te l y  le a d s  J o a n  to  b e c o m e  a  f i e rc e  vo l u nte e r  a d vo c a te  fo r  c h i ld re n  i n
fo s te r  c a re ,  de s p i te  n ot  h a v i n g  a  de d i c a te d  a d vo c a te  a s  a  c h i ld  h e r s e l f .  M i s p l a c e d
C h i ld h o o d  i n t ro d u c e s  re a de r s  to  t h e  C o u r t  A p p o i n te d  S p e c i a l  Ad vo c a te  ( C A S A )
m o de l ,  w h e re  J o a n  c o nt i n u e s  ex p lo r i n g  c h i ld h o o d  m e m o r i e s  w h i le  h i g h l i g ht i n g  h e r
exc e pt i o n a l  a d vo c a c y  j o u r n e y  s h a p e d  b y  t h e  c h i ld re n  w h o s e  l i ve s  a re  i m p a c te d
a lo n g  t h e  w a y .

W i t h  i t s  c a n d i d  lo o k  a t  c h i ld  w e l fa re  a n d  a d vo c a c y  a lo n g s i de  a  p e r s o n a l  n a r ra t i ve
of  h e a l i n g ,  M i s p l a c e d  C h i ld h o o d  o p e n s  u p  n e w  leve l s  o f  c o m p a s s i o n  fo r  c h i ld re n
s u f fe r i n g  f ro m  a b u s e  a n d  n e g le c t .  I m p e c c a b l y  re s e a rc h e d  a n d  to ld  w i t h  g re a t
t ra n s p a re n c y ,  e m p a t h y ,  a n d  v u l n e ra b i l i t y ,  M i s p l a c e d  C h i ld h o o d  w i l l  i n s p i re  re a de r s
to  e m b ra c e  t h e  v u l n e ra b le  i n n e r  c h i ld  i n  u s  a l l  a n d  t a ke  a c t i o n  fo r  A m e r i c a ’s
fo rg ot te n  c h i ld re n .

Books
Available

IN THE CASA OFFICE

B O O K  C L U B
M E E T I N G
M O N D AY

A P R I L  1 3 ,  2 0 2 6
9 : 3 0 A M

-A N D  O N  K I N D L E  U N L I M I T E D -



ParentParentParent
SupportSupportSupport
Now!Now!Now!

Come meet the Parent
Support Now providers

from FIC. Hear their
stories and learn how

they offer peer support to
parents involved in the
dependency system.

JUVENILE JUSTICE CENTER
1100 Prescott Lakes Parkway

Thursday, April 23, 2026 9am - 11am Hearing Room

No RSVP Required







CELEBRATION!Gift CardsGift Cards
Does your CASA kiddo have a birthday coming up?  Get

a great report card or improve in a class they were
struggling with?  Successfully complete potty training?

Any other event or milestone?
Stop by the CASA office to pick up a Celebration Gift

Card!  Thank you YCFKF!

The Wrapped in Love (WiL) Diaper Bank
provides diapers and supplies to
struggling families across Yavapai
County. Diapers are given to families
through their affiliation with a service
agency in the community. WiL promotes
health and wellness by providing
Yavapai County participants with
diapers, wipes and referrals to local
services. The overarching goal of WiL is
to alleviate the cost of diapering and
strengthen access to resources for
struggling families in Yavapai County.
The staff and volunteers at WiL
coordinate with community agencies
and family programs to ensure that
needy families have access to the
resources available to assist them in
raising healthy children.
Yavapai County CASA Volunteers can
request diapers for their foster or
kinship families who are struggling to
buy diapers.
If you would like to order diapers for
your CASA baby’s family, please contact
your coordinator.

WRAPPED
IN LOVE



CASA of YavapaiCounty 

Children taken
into DCS custody

Number of CASAs

Total number of
children in DCS Care

New Cases filed

12

68
87

6

197

Kids who still need a CASA

March  in  Yavapai County 

Children with a CASA

110

ac
eb
oo
klike us!

follow us!

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070352297859


Kristi Newman (928) 771-3398
Family Treatment Court Coordinator 
email: knewman@courts.az.gov

Contact Information
www.casaofyavapaicounty.org

Prescott Office
(928) 771-3165

Amber Martin, Dependency Court Manager
email: amartin@courts.az.gov

Kathy McCormick, Mediator
email: kmccormi@courts.az.gov

Evelyn Hurtado, Admin Assistant I
email: ehurtado@courts.az.gov

Camp Verde Office
(928) 554-8900

Jen Bahr
Dependency Program Manager II
email: jbahr@courts.az.gov

Laura Gray
Program Coordinator I
email: lagray@courts.az.gov

Jessica Hines, Program Coordinator  III
email: jhines@courts.az.gov

Robin Fernandez Ames, Support Staff
email: rfernanzesames@courts.az.gov

Amy Fillingim, Program Coordinator II
email:  afillingim@courts.az.gov



www.YavapaiCASAforKids.org
P.O. Box 28070

 Prescott Valley, AZ  86312
(928)445-0800

Yvonne Bartlett, Executive Director and
Interim contact for Grants for Kids Program
Mona Stephens, Development

Questions about YC4KF?
email: info@yavapaicasaforkids.org

Board Members:
Lisa Watts, President 
Greg Byrum, Vice President/Secretary 
Cheryl Micholofki, Treasurer
Eileen Bond, Emeritus Member
Marlene Joy
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